What In the World Is God Doing?
Part 15: Patient Zero
Romans 5:12
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned….
Every outbreak of disease has a starting point; the first known human infected who is the source of an outbreak.  That person is known in medical literature as the index case. In TV and movie language, the index case is called “Patient Zero.” 
Paul wrote at the beginning of Romans that all humans have the deadly, congenital heart disease of ungodliness.  The symptoms of ungodliness are our actions of unrighteousness.  But how did we come by this universal disease?  Who was the index case?  Who was Patient Zero?  Adam.  Adam was what theologians call our “Federal Head,” the contract representative with God for all humanity.

The delivery mechanism for our deadly disease and for our miraculous, free, eternal cure is the same: “imputation.”  Adam’s ungodliness is reckoned, accounted to, imputed to all humans.  Christ’s perfect law-keeping life and sacrificial death are reckoned, imputed, deposited into the spiritual bank accounts of his people by means of trust.
Sin is a Federal, covenantal, spiritual condition. In the next few studies we will be examining two vital things to know about the Bible: imputation and union with Christ.  Why? Paul considers these two concepts to be crucial to our assurance of salvation, and assurance of salvation is his theme in chapters 5 through 8 of this letter to the Church of Rome.
There are three great imputations in the Bible.  They are: [1] Adam’s sin reckoned to us (1 Cor. 15:21-22); [2] Our sin reckoned to Christ to bear our punishment on the cross (2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13); and, [3] Christ’s perfect law-keeping righteousness reckoned to us by means of our trust (Rom. 3:24-26; 4:1-8).
Romans 5:12, Paul deals with the first imputation: Adam’s sin counted against all humanity to follow after him.  Why is that important?  Messiah Jesus wedded himself to human flesh and human nature, lived perfectly, and died sacrificially to deal with Adam’s sin imputed to humanity.  THAT makes imputation and union with Christ VERY big deals!
Without an understanding of imputation, we are left with what the liberal, neo-orthodox 20th-century American theologian Reinhold Niebuhr described as “…a God without wrath who took man without sin into a kingdom without justice through the ministrations of a Christ without a cross."

I. INDEX CASE (5:12)
A. Source
1. Paul writes, “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned….”
2. So our first question ought to be, “What is the ‘Therefore’ there for?”  Paul’s connecting 5:1-11 with everything that follows in vv. 12-21.  
3. Therefore means, “in view of the fact that, through his sacrificial death and resurrection life, Jesus Christ has brought righteousness, reconciliation (peace), and an eternally-secure life.”

4. In 5:1-11, Paul told us that God’s declaration of our rightness brought us peace with God, a continuing relationship with God, a sure and certain hope to see God, a means of enduring suffering designed by God, and a knowledge that since God has done the best through Calvary he WILL do the rest.
5. The ‘Therefore’ means, “Because of these truths (vv. 1-11) we now have a sure salvation through one man, Christ Jesus, just like we had a sure and certain damnation through one man, Adam.”
6. The master thought in Romans 5:12-21 is “the unity of the many in the one.”
  This passage describes contrasting imputations of sin and righteousness, and contrasting unions with Adam and with Christ.  
7. In order for us to understand how believers are “in Christ,” we must understand first how we are “in Adam.” Adam is the “one man” of verse 12.  
8. Genesis 2:16-17 records how God summed up his holy law by telling Adam, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 
9. You may recall that Adam violated God’s law.  He chose to eat the fruit.  The fruit was not symbolic of sex, as Augustine believed.  It was not symbolic of alcohol, as others have taught.  

10. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil was the tree of judgment.  God’s Word said the tree was off limits.  Adam’s judgment was that God lied about the tree and that Adam could judge for himself what was right and good.
11. So Adam rejected his relationship with God and celebrated a new relationship with Satan by eating a celebratory meal, like you and I celebrate the Lord’s Supper with a covenant meal each Sunday.  The fruit of that tree became Adam’s new sacrament in his “religion of me.”
12. Adam chose to celebrate his own glory and love for himself in the same way you and I celebrate God’s glory and love in the Lord’s Supper.  Patient Zero’s covenant meal with Eve and Satan changed everything because Adam was our representative, our covenant head, our contract representative, our union president.
B. Result
1. The result of Adam’s refusal to trust God’s Word was that sin entered and so death….  Paul assumes two great truths: the universality of sin and the universality of death.  Hardly anyone would be foolish enough to challenge those two facts.
2. Even the most arrogant of humans will at some point be forced to admit, “Well, I’m not perfect.”  And most of us have heard the phrase, “There is nothing certain in the world but death and taxes.”  But those observations don’t explain WHY we are all imperfect and WHY one out of one dies.
3. The secular mind sees no connection between human imperfection and human death.  Imperfection is being gradually overcome by biological evolution; death is simply a part of the “great circle of life” according to St. Disney.
4. Of course, if imperfection can be cured by biological adaption and change, why has so much evil been around for as far back as human history can account?  Are we now more virtuous than the ancient Egyptians, Chaldeans, or Persians?  Do we go to war less often?  Is there less genocide?
5. If death is simply part of the great circle of life, why do so many cultures have some religious concept of immortality?   Mount Olympus, Valhalla, Hades, Sheol, the Underworld, Nirvana, Paradise, Heaven – all concepts of some form of immortality found in all the world’s civilizations and religions.

6. The Bible’s answer to the problems of sin and death is that neither is natural.  Man was not created to live in imperfection.  Man was not created to die.  Death is a punishment imposed on humanity because of Adam’s refusal to trust God’s Word.

7. Man was not created to seek his own glory, or to define his own ideas of love, or to live according to relative morality.  Adam rejected God’s Word and sin entered into humanity and the wages of sin is death.
8. The question for Christians is HOW exactly did sin enter into humanity?  Why should Adam’s choices affect anyone but Adam?  That’s just plain un-American!
II. IMPUTATION OF ADAM (5:12)
A. Several Views
	1. Not surprisingly, Bible students over two millennia have proposed numerous views on Adam and sin. 
2. The British monk Pelagius, an opponent of St. Augustin in the late 4th century, taught that each human being sins own their own, apart from any relationship to Adam.  So each person’s death is a result of their own bad acts. 

3. However, Pelagius had no answer for why infants die without having committed any bad acts.  Also, Pelagianism contradicts Paul’s statement in 5:12 that all sinned, and the explanation of that statement in vv. 13-14.  Death continued to rule over humanity from Adam until the time Moses came down the mountain with a written law code.  Adam broke a command.  Moses, the Israelites, you, and I have broken God’s commandments.  But EVERYONE who lived in between the time from Adam to Moses died as well.  
4. None of the people after Adam and Eve ate from the tree of judgment.  None of them had a written law code handed directly to them from God.  So, they did not sin as Adam sinned.  They didn’t sin as Moses and the Israelites sinned.  But they all died.
5. Pelagius’ view contradicts Paul’s statement that we are declared sinful in Adam and, in the same way, are declared righteous in Christ.  We are not judged on the basis of any goodness in us. 

6. Finally, the tense of the verb Paul uses here in 5:12 for sinned [ἥμαρτον, 3rd P., aor., act., ind.] 
 indicates NOT that everyone IS SINNING [which would be a present, act., ind.], but that everyone DID sin at one particular moment in time past; meaning, all humanity sinned IN ADAM.

	7.  Another view, held by Augustine and partly by Calvin, teaches that Adam passed on his corruption to all his children, all humanity, in some physical sense.  Adam’s genetics were corrupt.  Adam’s spirit was corrupt. And all humans inherit physical and spiritual corruption.  So when Adam sinned, all humanity therefore WOULD sin and thus be judged by their sins through their human father Adam.  When Adam acted, all humanity acted in the sense that Adam was their physical father (the “seminal” view).

	8. Now it IS true that everyone is corrupt in and of ourselves because of Adam’s sin.  But our question is WHAT IS PAUL TEACHING IN THIS PASSAGE of Romans 5:12-21?


9. Is Paul speaking about our individual acts of sin, or is he speaking about the corporate judgment upon all humanity based on Adam’s first sin?
B. Federalism
1. The final view, accepted by almost all streams of Christian scholars (Reformed, Lutherans, broad Evangelicals, even modern rationalists who don’t like the teaching) is called Federalism.

2. Federalism teaches that God appointed Adam as the federal head, the contract representative for all humanity.  Adam’s job was to stand for the entirety of the human race; his obedience would earn eternal reward for all people, or his disobedience would earn eternal wrath and punishment for all.

3. Paul’s point in this passage is NOT that everybody sins.  They do.  He’s already established that in the first 3 chapters of Romans.  His point here in Romans 5 is that all humanity was judged because their federal head, their contract representative, their ambassador, Adam was judged to be a sinner and earned all humanity a death sentence.

4. “Adam’s sin is imputed to us in exactly the same way that Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us. We inherit, of course, a sinful nature from Adam. … But that is not what condemns us. What condemns us, and makes us subject to death, is the fact that we have all sinned in Adam, and that we are all held guilty of [Adam’s] sin. …It is our union with Adam that accounts for all our trouble. It is our corresponding union with Christ that accounts for our salvation.”

5. Christians and non-Christians alike find this teaching offensive.  But it is Paul’s explanation for how sin was in the world before Moses delivered God’s Law and why everyone from newborn babies, Moses, the apostles themselves, and even Mother Theresa dies.
6. That God should judge ME for the act of another seems unfair.  It’s downright un-American, sounds vaguely “socialist” this imposed equality regardless of my efforts!  
7. This is certainly not the “bootstrap” theology of American revivalist pietism.  You would not have heard this at mid-19th century frontier camp meeting because it deconstructs moralism as playing any part in our salvation.
8. We’ll be studying this passage further, but let me say up front that the Federal Headship of Adam is really quite gracious.  It was a deterrent to sin to tell Adam that he would bring death upon himself, his wife, his children and all their progeny by disobedience. “Adam, the lives of untold trillions of human beings is riding on your obedience.”  
9. To be tried in Adam was the best way for any of us to be judged.  Every logical human, if they believed Genesis 1-11 to be true, would opt for Adam to represent them.
10. Adam was created in total perfection.  He lived in a perfect environment.  He had face-to-face communion with God in perfect love.  He had a perfect companion in Eve, a perfect marriage, and the perfect job.

11. Adam could not blame Hollywood.  He could not blame politicians with ideas different from his own.  He could not blame secularism, or an immoral society, or declining family values, or public education, or agnostic and atheist college professors because none of those people or ideas existed in Eden.

12. You and I are sinners by nature.  Sin is so natural to us that even those who been aware of our salvation for half a century or more cannot begin to recognize all our sin because we are all excellent at rationalizations.  We can’t go more than an hour without rationalizing a sinful thought, much less a sinful action.

13. Would you really rather endure God’s probationary test on your own as you are in this world, rather than in union with the perfect Adam, in the perfect society, in the perfect land, with the perfectly Godly life?
III. MEANING (5:12)
A. Hopelessness
1. If Adam is not our federal head, if we are all judged own our own, then we must return to Pelagius, who taught that our salvation and rightness with God was based upon our works.
2. Without federal headship, without imputation, without union with Adam, there can be no imputation of Christ’s righteousness to us, no imputation of Christ’s sacrifice for us.  Without federal headship, we are all on our own just as Pelagius taught.
3. Or we can accept some form of semi-Pelagianism, like the Covenant Nomism of the Pharisees or of the Roman Church of Paul’s day, or the modern-day Church of Rome, or a majority of Evangelicals today: God helps me save myself.  He provides the “grace” and I provide the effort and we share the glory.
4. God’s law is keepable and doable.  Original sin can be overcome with some elbow grease and good intentions and a little help from “the man upstairs.”  Whatever bad I’ve done, I can make right by doing enough good things.

5. But Paul is teaching that we are saved by representation and redeemed by imputation.  “It is only by representation that you are saved, and only by imputation that you are redeemed. If it is right for God to save a man on the basis of another man’s work, it is also all right for God to punish us on the basis of another man’s work.”

B. Hope
1. Why is Federal Headship important?  Because it is the foundation of Law and Gospel.  In Adam, we are all violators of God’s legal demand for our perfection.  His sin and rebellion has been imputed, reckoned to all humanity.
2. It’s not the bad stuff you do that earns you death; it’s the bad thing Adam did.  You may do and think all kinds of bad things.  But your death sentence was earned by Adam, your federal head.  Before you ever drew a breath in this world, you were a sinner justly deserving God’s punishment.
3. EVERYONE is born with Adam’s death sentence, regardless of their relative morality.

4. That doesn’t sound hopeful does it?  Where’s the comfort and assurance I said Paul is writing about in Romans 5 through 8?  Where’s my confidence that I will see God face to face?
5. My confidence is in another family relationship besides my father Adam!  “If we fell through no fault of our own, we rise through no personal merit of our own.”

6. If we were like the angels who do not exist in families and who have no covenantal relationship to one another, then there would be no hope for us, just as there is no hope for the rebellious angels. 
 
Your assurance finds its resting place in these two unions.  Union with Adam means there is NOTHING you can do to save yourself, NOTHING you can do to ever impress God or make yourself right with God.
But because we have been judged in Adam, we may also be judged in Christ and acquitted.  If you trust in Jesus’ perfect law-keeping life as your righteousness, and in his sacrificial death as your just punishment, then you are now in Christ.  His perfection is yours; your sin and the punishment you were due became his.  
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